What are you doing on the Toilet?
~Nick Carpinelli
Technology has really affected the way we live our lives on so many levels.  It has made human beings lazy in a variety of ways.  There was a time when you had to learn things whether it was being taught to you by parents or educators.  You had to actually remember phone numbers.  That isn’t necessary anymore because your phone remembers for you!  Have you ever seen someone posting online that they lost their phone and asking all their friends to text their digits so they can repopulate their contacts list?  Pathetic!  Tech has also creeped into the bathroom!
Back in the days before smartphones, we had to read things like books.  Here are some of the common things you would read in the can…
The Sears Catalog 
(pic) 
A favorite of Fathers across the fruited plains…hours could be spent in there causing kids to hold it for an uncomfortable amount of time.
National Geographic Magazine
(pic)
A favorite collectable magazine especially at your Grandparent’s house!  Both entertaining and educational with great photography.
Readers Digest
(pic)
Also a big hit at Granny’s house but more of a variety of articles, book excerpts, jokes and letters from readers.  Invariably, an insert from Columbia records where you could order a ridiculous number of albums or 8-tracks for a penny!  Sounds like a great deal but it’s like buying a timeshare or trying to get out of a Gold’s Gym membership!
Mad Magazine
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If you like your reading a little lighter and more lowbrow, this was a great choice as it had a lot of variety lampooning TV shows and movies.



TV Guide
(pic)
This was always a go-to because it was killing two birds with one stone.  While doing your business you could plan your evening’s entertainment!  The magazine still exists but not in its original compact size.  The crossword puzzle was also a favorite!
Road Atlases
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Let’s face it, some of our relatives are just a little weird! 
Text Books
(pic) 
You would see a text book now and again obviously in the home of the more driven and studious people in your orbit.  Usually in other rooms of that kind of home, you’d find furnishings wrapped in plastic to protect fabric from stains!
God forbid you should find yourself in a bathroom without reading materials in hand, you would have to resort to reading shampoo bottles and air freshener cans.  Alas, now you rarely find a stack of magazines these days.  Why read when you can scroll through Facebook or Instagram right?
